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CISH NATIONAL ELECTIONS

On 27 October 1957, electlions to the Grand Natiomsl Assem-
bly are scheduled to be held in Turkey. (3tate, Jeaka No.
3§ C-181, 13 Bep 57, Seeret.} The date has been advanced
rom the expected date of somstime in the Spriag of 1953 by
deolsion, spparently, of Prime Minister Adnan Menderes, no
doubt on the sssmmmption that the tim? i1p now more expeditious
for his party, the Demoeratic Party (DP), than next year.

Turkey 1s suffering from severe inflation, a rising cost
of iiving, and a shortage of consumer goods--especially coffee~—
whieh threatens te get worse between now and next May., Thepe-
fore, the Prime Minlster probably considers that the situation
in syria,,gar%%eula.Ig'ﬁince the 3yrian viewpolnt iz supported
by the USER, may result in more support for nhim now than later,

The Dsmoeratic Payty overvhelmingly defested the then
incwumbent group, the ?t@gie's Republican Party (PaP), in the
elections of 1950, vhen they won 408 peats out of & itotal of

5T.  Hext, they inersased their majority in the 1954 elections,

which are held about avery four years, by winning 508 seats

eut of 531, (News from Turkey, Turkish Informatlon Office,

Hew York, 2 Ocl 57, Unclassifled.) Since that time, they

bave lost a,mg?ﬁara of their support, in particular to the
Preeadom Party (FP), whisch consists of dipgident elements of

the IF who, late In 1955, broke with thelr former group, as
much because of the suthoritarian nature of the DP lsader,
Henderes, as for any other resson.

The finaneial situation, despite US aid, has been deterior-
ating, largely perhaps because of Menderes' determimation to
follow through on pany more projJects and developmental schemes
than Turkey has the abllity to pay for, at least in their
fnseption. These factors are among those responsidle for the
apparently decressed popularity of Menderez and hiz group.
This deterloration may have alrveady progressed so far as to
resit iﬂh?iﬁ gggrt%ggw.hzhggw are thrgihg§i§¢ipal ?ﬂﬁtiﬁa
epposing him: the PRP, the FP, 4 rightist group, known
as the Republiecan Hational Party (RNP), whieh has certain
religious, extremist asmpects 1o its platform, not likely to
appeal to the Turklsh electormte, It has only four members
in the present Assembly and 4its leader, Bolukbasi, ia in
prison, Ths PHP, oldest established agnd strongest among the
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epposition groups, is led by former President Ismet Inonu,
who iz running fﬁasgitg his age {75). Although the PRP 18
meking a determined effort, the average Turklsh voter has,
perhaps, aharp memoriss of absolutlst PRP rule from the
foundation of the Turkish Repudlic in 1923 until its over-
throw by the PP in 1550, to give the PAP the yotes 1t needs
te reverse the tables on the DF. The average Turklsh elector,
if he har a fairly I@mgkmemmﬂgg ig 1iable to view with
gepticism PRP charges that the DP has unduly eurbed such
matters as certain civil liberties and the freedom of the
greas. {State, OIR Intelligence Brief Wo. 2192, 9 Oet 57.)
The FP has neyer been tested by the Turkish electorate and
censtitutes the chief unknown quantlity iIn the forthooming
slectiona, It is led by Karacemano 1u, formerly a DP deputly,
who led the present small group (3%) osut of the DP in 1955,
Sinee 1ts strenmgth in the country cannot yet be gauged, state
wants that 4t 1s {nopeasing cannot be adequately estimated,
There are no other
parties &!’&ﬁg conséquance aisputing the elections, The Com-
minist Party 12 banned and s small front organization, the
FPatheriand Party, has no fallowdine ol gpv size and may aven
soon be bapned 1lteelf,

Mepdares, who is generally cpredited with belng & shrewd

pelitiaian, took several steps, besldes advancing the date of
the -national slections, with the dbject of adding to the
ehansss of ths NP, MHe forestalled any likellhood of & conll-
tion of the partles oping him by having the Assewbly pass
an smewdwent to the electorsl law om 11 September 1957, Just
before its dlssolution which in effeet frustrates any attempt
at anti-government coallition, He also haa had nominated as
P candidates the tagifigurus of the three military services
{irmy, Navy, Air)., HKis objJective in dolng this, In a country
yhere military flgures are notorisusly highly esteewed, is
wosumsbly to add to the DPFYs prestige. Simllarly, while
hare is considerable grumbiing about aconomic eonditions,

wit 4180 virtual unanix D
gresk-speskting minority) sbout the attitude of the present
farkish Government toward Cyprus.

The peasant population (about 70 per cent of ths elector-
ate) is usually consideped as in support of the DP and om
this, certainly, by tax conceasions and erop facilities, the
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esunting. HMinor gestures of a religlous nature toward
“‘“E: the o '@mtim have Dean made in recent ysars
eh is mg 1 aware that the reformist zeal of the

E%E? wé Ataturk has nst yet affected the rural population
a8 mush as the urbaa.

“hiohevar wgy the election zoes (the DP iz grmerally con-
eedsd the victory, aldeit with a much reducsd me jority), no
us jor change ia?iﬁe present Turkish foreign pollicy need be
axpeatsd, OF the possible winners--DP, PRP or FP-—-there will
m&m&tﬁ& be no change in Turkey's pdlicies, which anchor
it fiemly {n the test.
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